
Welcome to our Spring newsletter.   It 
seems like a long transition from Winter 
to Spring given the gloomy weather here 
in Bend. Lots of cold nights and the 
chimps being able to spend their nights 
outside have been sporadic.  

On the home front, we have picked our 
annual Open House date.   �e date of 
this year�s Open House is scheduled 
for Saturday, July 24th from 1pm to 
5pm.   Chimps Inc.�s Open House is a 
wonderful opportunity for our donors 
to visit the sanctuary, meet the residents, 
and learn more about what we do.  �is 
is one of the rare times that we open our 
doors, so be sure you are current with 
your sponsorship so you can receive an 
invitation

Chimps Inc. ink cartridge recycle program 
has been established for a few years now.  
�e program was started to compliment 
the sanctuaries �green� initiative yet it 
has a wonderful fundraising component 
attached to it.  With every ink cartridge, 
toner or cell phone recycled through 
Chimps Inc. earns the sanctuary more 

money.   �is quarter I would like to 
give a big thank you to GEO & JEN, 
Inc. for recycling an entire truck load of 
cartridges and toners.   Your support has 

added greatly to our e�orts. Read more 
inside about how you can get involved 
with our recycle program.

In addition to many new things happening 
at the sanctuary I am excited to say that 
we have launched a new website with a 
new visual appearance and a new logo.  
�e new design features vastly improved 
navigability, an upgraded events calendar, 
and expanded gift shot.  We�ve also added 
a substantial amount of new content.  
�e website now has an educational 
section, kids corner, and loaded with 
new images and soon to be videos of the 
chimpanzees.   �e website renovation 
wouldn�t have been made possible without 
the web designers, Terri and Je� Grimm 
from Sonata, Inc., Paula Muellner, Luke 
Stoughton who was instrumental in 
creating the header design, and Bill and 
Gayle Carter who helped underwrite the 
website.  �ank you!   

�ank you for all your help.  Contributions 
from individual donors like you are our 
single most important source of income.  
Please remember us.     �ank you and 
have a wonderful summer.  

Lesley Day
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DO YOU PREFER ELECTRONIC 
MAIL?

  A number of our wonderful 
supporters have requested that we 
send you only electronic versions of 
our Chimp Chatter newsletter.   We 
are in the process of acquiring emails 
from those individuals that would like 
to make the switch to paperless.  Of 
course, if you prefer to receive a paper 
copy, we will still accommodate that 
request.   Please let us know your 
wishes either by emailing chimpsinc@
yahoo.com or by returning the form 
on the back of this newsletter with 
your email address.   Please mail to 
PO BOX 6973 , Bend , OR 97708.

When o�ered a small, stu�ed version of a chimpanzee, Miss Kimie�s 
maternal side was brought to the surface. �e stu�ed chimpanzee 
came out�tted with an elastic band, which she had no trouble 
�guring out how to operate. She immediately strapped the baby 
around her belly and rubbed its� back as if it were her own.   She 
walked around the playhouse like a proud mother, placing the baby 
up in the hammock and gently comforting it to sleep. She absolutely 
could not leave the stu�ed baby chimp alone and was very gentle 
in her touch. From the human eye, she appeared very loving and 
protective toward the infant version of her own kind. It was a 
moment that almost brought tears to the eyes of Caregiver, Bonnie 

Lowery and I. Despite Kimie never experiencing the real life of being a mother, she 
certainly exhibited all the right maternal instincts with her stu�ed baby chimpanzee.

Kimie and Her Baby Love!
By Shayla Scott
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Remembering Katia 
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The Simple Pleasures

It is with a heavy heart that we are  announcing 
the passing of our oldest Siberian lynx, Katia.  
 
Katia was a beautiful, vibrant, and high spirited 
cat that came into our lives in 2003.  Her favorite 
things to do were snuggling with her son Al�e 
under a shade tree and kneading her paws into a 
soft bed of hay.   
 
It was soon after Katia�s arrival that we began to 
see some of Katia�s medical challenges.   She was 
declawed prior to coming to the sanctuary which 
later made it very di�cult for her to walk around.  
She developed osteoarthritis and while we did 
everything we could to alleviate her pain it was 
very uncomfortable for her to walk.  Soon after, 
she was diagnosed with renal failure which came 
on quick over the last month.  But regardless of 
her physical challenges, Katia was a loving girl 

who continued to 
show her a�ection 
with purrs right up 
till her last days.  
Some goodbyes are 
particularly di�cult 
and Katia�s is one 
of them.   Few rival 
the ache of losing a 
loved one.  But Katia 
is now in a better 
place.   I see her 
running free, sitting 
in the sunlight and 
enjoying a meal.  
Although my heart 
is sad, I am �lled with the joy of knowing that 
someday Katia will be reunited with her son 
Alfonz in a place free of bars and boundaries.  

�e snow during the winter time is unbeatable 
enrichment for Alfonz, our Siberian Lynx.  
He enjoys the cold weather months for 
sure.  Come spring time, when the snow has 
melted, Al�e�s human friends have to work a 
little harder to make enrichment.  Lucky for 
us, Al�e seems to like everything we do!

Scents seem to be one of Al�e�s favorite 
enrichment items.  From lavender to sage he 

really loves them! One afternoon that I was volunteering I decided to 
put something special together for him.  I grabbed a burlap sack, �lled 
it with shredded paper and doused it with lavender oil.  He saw me 
coming from afar and ran down to see what I had.  When I tossed it 
in the cage he went right to it and plopped on it like it was a pillow, 
rubbing his sweet head on it. I left that day so please d that he enjoyed 
it so much! 

If you have ever had the opportunity to look into the eyes of a big cat 
like Alfonz and see what I see, you would �nd that Alfonz has a very 
deep soul. I can look in his big beautiful eyes and �nd contentment 
within. He brings me peace.

by Paula Muellner 

Our Future Caretakers
Our interns spend a portion of their 
time learning about various topics 
regarding sanctuary operations, 

conservation of wild chimpanzees, and 
the challenges animals face in captivity.  

�is quarter�s interns and their 
projects are:

Cassie Elmer:
�Communication between Caretakers 

and Great Apes�

Cooki De Cunha:
�A deeper look into a Captive 

Chimpanzee Diet�

By Connie Hottinger



Karen Young, an avid supporter of chimpanzees 
and sanctuaries across the country has so 
generously donated a beautiful children�s book 
titled A Chimpanzee Tale, to the Chimps Inc. 
store.   A Chimpanzee Tale is a story told by 
Hoot the Chimpanzee.  �e �rst part of the 
book takes place in the rain forest in Africa 
and takes the reader on a journey of discovery 
with wild chimpanzees. It tells about daily 

life, how they interact with each other and their environment, 
their physical features, how they forage for food and use tools, 
nesting habits, the importance of social grooming, and the 
role of the family and the community in wild chimpanzee 
life. �e second part of the book addresses the lives of captive 
chimpanzees. It exposes the reader to the many issues related 
to captivity, but it is told in a sensitive and lighthearted way. It 
encourages children to reach out and take a stand for something 

greater than themselves. It explains about sanctuary life and why 
sanctuaries are the best option for captive chimpanzees. It ends 
on a positive note by showing the reader that chimps can live 
in a sanctuary with their chimpanzee friends with dignity and 
with an enriched and understanding environment provided for 
them by humans.  

�e book sells for $17 and 100% of the proceeds go directly to 
Chimps Inc.  If you would like to order a book please contact us 
at chimpsinc@yahoo.com or call us at 541-385-3372.  

A BIG thank you to Karen Young for her generosity and 
support!

Chimps Inc. provides public outreach within our community 
through educational lectures and fundraisers. 

Out  About

Portland Zoo  
March 13, 2010

 
Highland Elementary School

March 30, 2010

Madras High School Outreach & Annual Community 
Read

April 16, 2010
 

Je�erson County Community Read
April 16, 2010

Crooked River Elementary
April 27, 2010

& 

MVP - Cheryl Davis
Long time chimp friend Cheryl Davis has been 
the driving force behind our major fundraisers 
here at the sanctuary.  Cheryl�s smiling face and 
upbeat personality has been a part of our lives 
since 1995.   Over the years, Cheryl has raised 
upwards of over $200,000 for the sanctuary.  
Our most recent garage sale brought in more 
than $9,000 and our Civil War football game 
fundraiser raises more than $40,000 a year for 

the sanctuary.  It was Cheryl�s brainstorming idea 
to produce our Civil War fundraiser and this will 
be our 10th anniversary.  Cheryl follows through 
in everything she puts her name to.   Cheryl is 
not only a volunteer and fundraiser for us but 
volunteers in many other community projects 
as well.     She is a passionate and an extremely 
dedicated woman and we feel privileged to have 
her on our team.   Go Cheryl.  We love you. 

Connecting People to Chimpanzee 
Conservation

Chimps Inc. o�ers community outreach programs to 
educate both children and adults about chimpanzee 
conservation.  It is more critical now than ever before that 
our future generation grow up with a strongly developed 
conservation and compassion ethic.  �rough our local 
interactive and age-graded presentations we educate 
people of all ages about the plight of chimpanzees, both 
wild and captive, and encourage everyone to be better 
caretakers of the earth.  We serve any organized group 
including k-12 schools, Universities, youth groups and 
senior groups.   Presentations may also be tailored to 
address any speci�c content needs of the requesting 
group.  If you would like to learn more about this unique 
opportunity then give us a call at 541-385-3372.

When I was asked to speak at Madras High School for an 
Outreach presentation, I had no idea of what the programmer 
had in store for me. I began to realize it would be di�erent when 
she asked, �how many talks are you comfortable doing in one 
day?� 

As it turns out, I was assigned to speak from 8am to 3pm, a talk 
for each period! Public speaking can be very intimidating, but 
when I get to speak about something I love and feel passionate 
about, it makes all the di�erence in the world. Being able to 
speak to dozens of students about the sanctuary and its amazing 

animal residents is not only fun, but it�s very 
important. I want to leave knowing those 
students have a much better understanding 
of why we need places like this for rescued, 
retired and displaced chimpanzees. People 
are always surprised to learn than these 
energetic and highly intelligent apes are 
continually being exploited by the entertainment world as 
youngsters and are then discarded after a handle full of years. 
Educating students and the public about these animals is vital 
to their future and I am lucky to be a part of that experience. 

Speaking for the Chimps
By Nicole Wilkins

By Chimps Inc. team

A Chimpanzee Tale



Loathed by lawn-lovers and farmers, dissed by 
plant experts, and even cursed by home gardeners, 
the cheeky yellow dandelion has a bad reputation. 
However, there is really no way around it. Spring 
announces the arrival of dandelions. So many people 
see the dandelion as a nasty weed, but not Patti and 

�iele. Patti and �iele get excited when they see 
this little outcast. �e often described, unpalatable 
�ower seems to keep the chimpanzees euphoric for 
weeks. Just the other day, Patti and �iele spent their 

entire afternoon plucking and eating dandelions, one 
by one. 

Imagine this: you wake up to 
your all time favorite breakfast 
of homemade applesauce and 
chewy morning bars. After 
having time to digest and 
relax for a bit, you notice that 
the people you see everyday 
are now adorned with colorful 
leis and plastic derby hats. 
You also notice that these 
crazy people have an excessive 

amount of energy and are now 
running around and singing 
to you. As you watch from 
the windows, you see them 
putting out dozens of items 
that are all conspicuously 
wrapped up in colorful paper. 
You can only think one thing; 
it�s a BIRTHDAY PARTY!! 

Much like Alice in Wonderland, 
you are experiencing surprises 
around every corner; 
sunglasses and whistles mixed 
with banana chips and raisins, 
new magazines and gloves 
intermingled with nuts and 
berries!   As you run around 
and hoot in excitement while 
you discover these wonderful 

new items, you have to be 
aware of all of your other 
Chimpanzee friends that are 
equally as excited and have 
their eyes on the prize as 
well.   Unfortunately in this 
Wonderland world, you still 
have to share. 

�e best part of the day is 
when the crazy caretakers and 
volunteers come out with a 
singing platter of monkey 
chow cake with bright candles. 
�ey are all smiling from ear 
to ear, much like the Cheshire 
Cat and are singing like the 
Mad Hatter that it�s your 
24th birthday Herbie and we 
love you so very much. 

The Under-Appreciated Dandelion Has It’s Day!

Mr. Clean Meets Mr. Piggleston 

It’s a Mad Hatter Birthday Party! 

Despite words from the weatherman, this year�s annual Spring 
Clean turned out to be a beautiful day of blue skies and warm 
sunshine. With much help from sta�, interns, and volunteers, 
all of the chimp houses were turned upside-down, inside-out, 
and scrubbed with the utmost perfection.  Everyone came with 
ambition and willingness to do whatever task was needed.  It�s no 
easy job to climb towers and crawl through tunnels, scrubbing 
and power washing every nook and cranny along the way. But 
with the assistance of good ole� Mr. Sunshine, and a yummy 
potluck breakfast, our spirits were soaring.  In between all of 
the hard labor, everyone held a smile and shared great jokes to 
make it a fun day.  

We all worked hard and everyone did a wonderful job, but 
there is one individual that must not go unmentioned.  �is 

year�s �Most Valuable Piglet� Award goes to the one and only, 
�Piggleston.� Special thanks to our volunteer, Chuck Boyd, 
who brought his pet piglet out for the day. Piggleston made our 
Spring Clean just a bit more joyful and unique.  While �lling 
up buckets and cleaning outdoor habitats, one couldn�t help but 
stop to enjoy the site and sounds of Piggleston roaming freely in 
the grass.  What a great contribution to our spirits!  We certainly 
look forward to many more visits from this little feller! 

And for all the volunteers and fellow Spring Cleaners, what a 
great contribution you have made to the sanctuary. We thank 
you all so very much for your positive energy and hard work. 
Your dedication is truly amazing and we could not have done 
it without you!  �e chimps couldn�t be more thankful for your 
compassion to help make their homes a brighter place!

By Bonnie Lowery

By Shayla Scott

By Paula Muellner




